


CHAPTER ONE

Oxford

Oxford is ninety kilometres from London - about an hour by car, bus
or train - and only sixty-four kilometres from Heathrow Airport. The River
Thames runs through Oxford, and the River Cherwell joins it there. The
Thames then runs south-east towards London. The land is low, but there are
hills to the west. Much of the city is old and very beautiful.

More than 110,000 people have their homes in Oxford. Bur in some
months of the year there are a lot more people in the city; thousands of
students come from other towns for parts of the year.

The city is an important centre for work, shopping and nightlife. But
people from all over the world, and from different parts of Britain, come to
Oxford to see the fine buildings, the museums, and the parks and gardens.
Oxford is a very interesting city, and many visitors fall in love with it.



 

CHAPTER TWO

Early Days

Oxford is nor as old as some other English cities. London, York and
Cambridge were already towns in Roman times. But by the tenth century
Oxford was an important town.

At that time Oxford was a market town, on the river and with main
roads running through it. There were walls around the town, and about five
thousand people lived inside them.

The town got bigger in the twelfth century, when a lot of new houses
were built. It was a rich business centre, selling cloth and wool. By the year
1200, there were new walls, three stone bridges across the river, a castle,
sixteen churches and a palace. There were also the beginnings of a
university.

Before that time, religious people went to the University of Paris to
study; now they starred to come to Oxford. Three colleges were built in the
thirteenth century:

University College, Balliol College and Merton College. They looked
like religious buildings, and you can still see parts of these old buildings
today. By the end of the thirteenth century there were 1500 students, and the
university was already famous all over Europe.

New business for shopkeepers and other townspeople came from the
larger number of university students, but there were also problems between
the people of the town and those at the university. In 1209 some students
killed a woman; angry townspeople then killed two students, and many
others moved away from Oxford. Some went to Cambridge and started the
university there. In 1355 there was fighting in the streets for days, and
sixty-two students died.



So there were problems, but Oxford was still getting bigger, and by
the early fourteenth century it was a rich country town. Then a terrible
illness called the Black Death killed nearly a third of the people there.
Many who died were important businessmen, and the cloth industry did not
bring as much money into the town as before.

The townspeople needed to find new work, and many more people
began to work for students and the university. Students started to live in
their houses and to eat the food they cooked. So the townspeople now
needed the university more than in earlier times.

In his famous book The Canterbury Tales, the fourteenth-century
writer Geoffrey Chaucer describes a poor student, The Clerk of Oxford. The
Clerk is one of the first of many examples of Oxford students in English
writing.



 

CHAPTER THREE

Troubled Times

Under the Protestant queen Elizabeth I (1558-1603), life in Oxford
was easier than under her older, Catholic sister, 'Bloody Mary'; in Mary's
time, three men were burned to death outside Balliol College for their
religion. They arc called the Oxford Martyrs.

In Elizabethan England there were still problems between Protestants
and Catholics in Oxford, but the queen liked the city and visited it a number
of times. It was fashionable for rich and important men to send their sons to
the university; they used the town's facilities for eating, drinking and sports,
and new colleges and university buildings were built.

The Bodleian Library, for example, opened in 1602. The library now
has over 120 kilometres of books. Readers cannot take books out of the
building, but they can find any British book there.

The Sheldonian Theatre was also built at this time. It was the work of
Christopher Wren, who built St Paul's Cathedral in London. The university
uses the Sheldonian on special days, but it is also open to visitors and for
talks and concerts.

Oxford already had a cathedral (in Christ Church College) and was,
by now, called a city. In the 1630s ten thousand people lived there; two
thousand of these worked or studied at the university.

Between 1642 and 1646 there was a civil war in England; King
Charles I's soldiers were fighting Oliver Cromwell's. Charles and his
soldiers moved to Oxford. The king lived in one of the colleges, because
most people at the university were on his side. Colleges also gave him their
gold and silver. Important people from the city who were against the king
went away until the war ended. There was fighting all around Oxford, and



in the end Cromwell's soldiers controlled the city. The king got away, but in
1649 they cut off his head.



 

CHAPTER FOUR

Out of the past

Some of Oxford's finest buildings are from the eighteenth century.
The Radcliffe Camera, the first round library, was built for science books.
The Clarendon Building was the home of the University Press which
printed, and still prints, books for the university. The front of Queen's
College was also built at this time.

Shopkeepers were doing well, and business with other parts of the
country was easier after the Oxford Canal opened in 1790. Boats carried in
things that were made in the factories of London and the towns to the north.
Then, in 1844, the railway arrived in the city. After that even poorer people
could travel to and from Oxford more easily.

From the late eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, the city was
cleaner, the roads were wider, and there was better street lighting. Oxford
starred to look like a modern city. A lot of cheaper houses were built in East
Oxford and Jericho, mainly for people who worked for the university, the
University Press, the railways, and other large businesses. More expensive
houses in North Oxford were for richer people - heads of colleges and rich
businessmen. Before this time, heads of colleges did not marry; they lived
in their colleges. But in the nineteenth century more and more university
teachers began to live outside their colleges.

By now the university was also more modern; religion was less
important than before, and it was teaching more science. In 1879 the first
two of four women's colleges opened. But there were no university degrees
for women at that time. The first woman got her degree in 1920. There were
no colleges for men and women together until 1974.

All Oxford University students belong to a college. Many of them live
and have classes there. Each college has its own facilities. Twenty-two
British prime ministers (Margaret Thatcher, for example) studied at the



university; many other famous people from around the world (like President
Clinton of the United States and Prince Naruhito of Japan) were also
students there. Writers like Graham Greene, Aldous Huxley and Oscar
Wilde; actors like Richard Burton; scientists like Edmund Hailey... there is
no end to the names of famous students.

Many writers were at Oxford as students and then moved away.
Others, like Charles Dodgson, stayed to teach and write. Dodgson used the
name Lewis Carroll and his most famous book is called Alice's Adventures
in Wonderland (1865).



 

CHAPTER FIVE

Oxford cars

One man who played a very important part in the history of Oxford
was William Morris.

Morris lived in Oxford when he was a child and his first job, when he
was fourteen, was mending bicycles. He also enjoyed racing them in his
free time. Then, in 1893, Morris started buying bicycle parts and making
the machines himself. He opened a shop in the city centre to sell them.

He liked cars too, and he made his first car in 1913. Later he opened a
car factory in Cowley, in the south-east of Oxford. In the first year he built
nearly four hundred Morris Oxfords. The business got bigger and bigger,
and by the end of the 1920s Morris was building 100,000 cars a year. By
1938, 10,000 people worked in the factories.

In the 1920s Morris decided to change from wood and metal to steel
for his cars. He had talks with an American steel company, and they also
started a business in Oxford.

After the Second World War, Morris's company joined with others
and changed its name a number of times. The Morris Minor, the little Mini
and many other famous cars came from the Cowley factory. In the early
1970s more than 26,000 people worked in the city's car industry, making
thousands of cars each week.

Cars are still made in Oxford under the name of Rover. The business
is not as important to Oxford as before, but in his time William Morris
helped to make Oxford a modern city.

Morris worked until the age of eighty-three. He was very rich, bur he
had no children and he gave a lot of money to hospitals and for research. He



also used his money to open a new Oxford college, Nuffield College. In all,
he gave away about 30 million pounds. William Morris died in 1963.



 

CHAPTER SIX

The modern City

The largest industrial company in the 1830s, when it moved to its new
building in Walton Street, was Oxford University Press. The Press is still
important in the world of books, and it is internationally famous. It has
offices in a large number of countries and publishes books in many
languages. Other publishers, like Heinemann Educational Books, Nuffield
Press and Blackwell's, also have their main offices in Oxford.

Many people work in the city's hospitals, and in scientific research.
There are a lot of new but important businesses in the Oxford Science Park.

Oxfam is a charity that started in Oxford during the Second World
War to help people in Greece. These people were dying because food could
not get to them. After the war the charity decided to help other people
around the world who were hungry or homeless. At first they sent food,
clothes and other useful things to foreign countries. Now they try to help
the poor (in more than seventy countries) to help themselves. In Britain
nearly all of Oxfam's money (about 80 million pounds a year) comes from
ordinary British people and from the charity's shops. Many of the people
who work for Oxfam give their time free.

Nearly two million people visit Oxford each year, and forty per cent
of these are from other countries. Visitors to the city need hotels, food and
drink, and other facilities, so a lot of people work in the tourist industry.

Like other big cities, Oxford has problems with traffic and the
shopping streets are often very crowded. But these show that the city is
alive - and working.



 

CHAPTER SEVEN

Oxford by Day

Oxford is a beautiful city by day. The university gardens and the parks
and fields around the river make the centre of Oxford a surprisingly green
place. In good weather, visitors also love walking through the narrow old
streets between the university buildings, and around the Botanic Garden
(from 1621), the oldest in Britain.

Many people travel around the city by bicycle. At any one time there
are about twenty thousand bicycles on the streets. Another way to see
Oxford is from one of the many open-top buses. Bur if you want to get
away from streets and traffic, you can enjoy the river from a punt. In the old
days people used these boats to carry passengers and animals down the
river, but now students and tourists use them.

Oxford has some of Britain's finest museums. There is the
Ashmolean, the home of the university's works of art and the oldest
museum in the world that is open to everyone; the Museum of the History
of Science; the University Museum, and the Museum of Modern Art. The
Pitt-Rivers Museum holds over a million interesting things which travellers
in foreign countries sent back to Oxford in the eighteenth and nineteenth
centuries. To learn how Oxford has changed over the centuries, you can
visit the Museum of Oxford or The Oxford Story. They tell the story of the
city using pictures, sounds and even smells from different times in the past.

The Covered Market in the centre of the city is an old food market
that was built in 1774. Today it sells meat, fish, vegetables, flowers, and
other things. There is also a much newer open market place in Gloucester
Green, near the bus station.

The old and the new arc side by side in Oxford. You can visit modern
shopping centres or the smaller shops in the old streets. And if you are
looking for books, Oxford is the place to come. Blackwell's is the largest



bookseller. The family's first shop opened in 1879, and they now have nine
bookshops in the city. The Norrington Room, in the main shop, holds more
books than any other single room in a bookshop in the world.

Then there are sports. You can play them - or you can watch. The
city's football clubs are Oxford United and Oxford City, and a lot of people
go to their home matches.



 

CHAPTER EIGHT

Special Days

Very early on May Morning, May 1st, hundreds of people wait in the
street outside Magdalen College, and at six o'clock there is singing from the
top of the building. The rest of the morning is a street party. People dance,
talk, drink and enjoy themselves. A few students make the dangerous jump
from Magdalen Bridge into the river below.

St Giles' Fair is in early September. It started centuries ago. People
came into the city to buy and sell, eat and drink, and play sports. A hundred
years ago it was even fashionable to show strange animals and people at the
fair.

The Boat Race takes place on the Thames in London every year. It is
a race between the universities of Oxford (in dark blue) and Cambridge (in
light blue). People watch from the bridges or the sides of the river, and
many more watch it on television.

Eights Week is a week of boat races on the River Cherwell in Oxford.
This time the races are between the different colleges. The river is narrow,
so boats race one behind the other and try to touch the boat in front.



 

CHAPTER NINE

Oxford by night

People were already making beer in Oxford seven hundred years ago,
and by the late fourteenth century there were thirty-two brewers making
beer. In more modern times, one of the most important brewers is Morrell's.
Morrell's started making beer in 1792; today the company is still in the
same building, and the same family controls it.

You can enjoy Oxford's beers in the very large number of pubs in and
around the city. Some pubs are on the busy central streets and squares;
others arc beside the river or our in the quiet of the country. There are pubs
with live music and pubs with popular games.

Many pubs sell food, but if you prefer to eat in a restaurant, you can
choose cheap or expensive food from Britain, Italy, China, India and other
parts of the world.

There are a number of cinemas in Oxford and two main theatres. The
Oxford Playhouse and the Apollo Theatre have theatre, music and dance.
The Old Fire Station also has a small theatre, and music in the bar. And, of
course, Oxford also has late night live music and discos.



 

CHAPTER TEN

Around Oxford

Oxford is a good centre for visits to the towns and villages in the
country around it.

One of the first places to visit is the small country town of
Woodstock, about thirteen kilometres away. Most visitors to Woodstock go
to Blenheim Palace, the eighteenth century home of the Dukes of
Marlborough, and the place where Winston Churchill was born. You can go
inside the palace to look at fine old pictures and furniture in beautiful
rooms; the Long Library, fifty-five metres from end to end, is one of the
longest rooms in an English family home.

You can walk in the palace gardens and the park. The park is very
large, so there is a small train that travels across part of it. You can take a
boat out on the water, eat, drink, shop and play.

To the west of Oxford are the Cotswold hills with their villages and
small towns of yellow-grey stone. On Burford's fine high street you can see
houses that were built, long ago, with money from wool and from the many
travellers who came through the town. Near Burford is the Cotswold
Wildlife Park, which keeps animals, fish and birds.

Other good examples of beautiful Cotswold towns and villages are
Chipping Campden (from where you can walk 145 kilometres along the
Cotswold Way to the historic city of Bath) and Bourton-on-the-Water, on
the River Windrush. Both of these get thousands of visitors in the summer
months.

At Cogges Manor Farm Museum, near the town of Witney, you can
watch people using kitchens, farm machines and animals in the ways that
they used them a hundred years ago. On different summer weekends,



people from the farm show visitors how to make bread, cover books or cut
the wool from sheep. There is sometimes singing and dancing there too.

Stratford-upon-Avon (forty-eight kilometres away) is famous as the
place where William Shakespeare was born. People from all over the world
go there to look at his house, his school and his wife's home. They also visit
the theatres in Stratford to see works by Shakespeare and by other
important writers. Shakespeare often stayed the night in Oxford when he
was travelling from Stratford to London.

Leaving Oxford by the railway towards London, the first stop is at
Didcot, which is famous for its Railway Centre. There you can look at old
trains, and sometimes it is possible to ride on them.

Down the Thames, south of Oxford, are places like Abingdon,
Dorchester and Wallingford, which arc all older than Oxford. These and
many other places make Oxford an interesting city to travel from.

A visitor study shows that eighty per cent of visitors prefer Oxford to
other historic British towns. They do not like the traffic or the crowds, but
they do like the buildings, the history and the shops. For most people
Oxford is a very interesting place.

 

 

- THE END -

Hope you have enjoyed the reading!

Come back to http://english-e-reader.net/ to find more fascinating and
exciting stories!


